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Dear  Family, 

I worked  on  this  project  from  the  first  of  this  year  until  the  weather  turned  warm.  Then  I 
refused  to  waste  nice  days  in  front  of  a computer.  I think  it  is  quite  an  accomplishment,  and  I 
learned  how  truly  satisfying  it  was  to  sift  through  ancient  data.  I emerged  with  flesh  to  put  on 
the  bare  bones  of  names  and  dates  of  our  ancestors. 

I ordered  a CD  which  had  the  Truro,  MA  church  records  and  vital  records  from  1709  - 1849. 
For  some  it  would  be  as  interesting  as  reading  the  phone  book;  but,  by  picking  out  the  names  I 
was  looking  for,  interesting  stories  revealed  themselves. 

Parts  of  this  booklet  are  repetitive.  I need  to  repeat  data  to  lodge  it  in  my  mind. 

Genealogy  is  always  a work  in  progress,  and  I’ve  learned  new  things  since  the  bulk  of  it  was 
written.  The  new  material  follows  this  page. 

I owe  a great  deal  to  our  third-cousin-once-removed  (fourth  cousin  to  generation  7)  Richard 
Ebens  of  Hudson,  MA.  His  great-great  grandfather  (Benjamin  Davis)  and  our 
great-grandfather  (Joshua  Hinckley  Davis,  Sr.)  were  brothers.  He  is  tenacious,  accurate,  and 
diplomatically  restrains  my  exuberance  when  I might  find  something  exciting  and  go  off  in  the 
wrong  direction. 

Richard  began  to  trace  his  lineage  about  five  years  ago.  He  wrote  to  the  Truro,  MA  Historical 
Society  for  information,  and  they  gave  him  my  name  as  a source.  Instant  relative!! 

He  and  his  wife  were  my  gracious  hosts  when  at  last  I made  my  “pilgrimage”  to  Cape  Cod  in 
November  of  this  year.  I saw  the  graves  of  many  ancestors,  saw  the  church  where  so  many 
were  baptized,  married,  and  buried.  I touched  the  timbers  and  peered  inside  the  Truro 
Academy  founded  by  Joshua  H.  Davis,  Sr.  in  the  1840’s.  It  is  now  an  art  gallery  in  Wellfleet. 

It  had  been  “flaked”  (disassembled),  moved,  and  reassembled. 

I have  lots  of  ideas  for  future  projects.  I hope  I live  long  enough  to  complete  them.  I have  the 
unique  position,  for  a genealogist,  to  have  too  much,  rather  than  not  enough,  information  to 
work  with.  However,  those  little  bits  I need  to  wrap  something  up  seem  to  be  elusive. 


And  now,  I formally  introduce  you  to  the  first  known  generations  of  Davises  who  lived  in 
Truro,  Cape  Cod,  Massachusetts  for  a little  more  than  100  years.  Betsey  Rowe  Davis  was 
born  there  in  1747.  Joshua  H.  Davis,  Sr.  followed  just  about  everyone  else  in  the  family  to 
Somerville,  MA  in  the  1850’s.  A future  project  will  tell  you  why  they  left. 

Happy  reading,  Merry  Christmas,  and  love  from 


Sister/Aunt  Susan 


NAMES!!  NAMES!!  NAMES!! 


Until  just  this  year  I almost  went  nuts  keeping  all  of  the  Benjamins,  Betseys,  and  Ebenezers  straight. 

Why,  oh  why,  couldn’t  they  have  used  a little  originality  and  introduced  a new  name  now  and  then?  The 
family  only  conformed  to  the  tradition  of  the  time.  Instead  of  these  repetitive  names  being  road  blocks,  I 
figured  out  they  were  road  maps  instead.  All  names  point  to  the  past.  They  honored  their  mothers  and 
fathers.  They  symbolically  replaced  deceased  family  members  - even  siblings. 

When  the  first  Benjamin  Davis  named  his  middle  children  James  Webb  Davis  and  Ebenezer  Lombard 
Davis,  I blessed  his  name.  Middle  names  were  rare,  and  Truro  records  either  referred  to  these  men  by  all 
three  names  or  used  their  middle  initials.  It  set  them  apart  wonderfully. 

These  names  also  add  dimension  to  Benjamin,  1st.  He  was  a mariner  during  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary 
War,  most  likely  captured  by  the  British,  and  probably  died  in  one  of  their  prisons.  Harassment  of 
Americans  sailors  was  commonplace  and  intolerable. 

Americans  were  under  the  rule  of  England.  Only  royalty  had  more  than  one  name.  Most  colonists  had 
one  name,  too,  except  for  those  brazen  enough  to  defy  the  crown  and  give  their  children  more  than  one 
name.  We  know  who  these  two  sons  were  named  for,  but  usually  only  the  Christian  name  was  used. 
Maybe  this  is  happenstance,  but  it  could  also  reveal  the  first  Benjamin’s  politics.  I don’t  think  he  was  a 
Loyalist! 

The  name  Lombard  is  important  in  our  line.  Variations  on  this  name  include  Lambert,  Lampert,  Lumbard, 
Lambard,  etc.  It  is  all  the  same  family.  Standardized  spelling  did  not  occur  for  two  centuries  after  the 
first  Lombard  came  to  this  country. 


Supplementary  Information  About  Benjamin  Davis,  2nd  who  moved  to 
Readfield,  Maine  during  the  War  of  1812  and  bought  a farm 

Benjamin  Davis,  2nd  left  a simple  will.  He  left  1/3  of  his  estate  to  his  wife  Eunice  Davis.  (Eunice  Davis 
was  the  ’‘Widow  Lambert”  when  Benjamin  married  her.  She  was  his  second  wife.  His  first  wife  is  the 
mother  of  the  children  listed  below.) 

He  left  $2  to  his  oldest  son  (1.)  Benjamin  and  the  other  2/3  of  his  estate  went  to  his  other  children: 

2.  Jane  Atkinson,  wife  of  David  Atkinson 

3.  Sally  Smith,  wife  of  Samuel  Smith 

4.  Ruth  Dudley,  wife  of  Joseph  Dudley 

5.  Betsey  Gordon,  wife  of  James  Gordon 

6.  Mary  Dyar,  wife  of  Azor  Dyar 

7.  Sabrina  Davis 

8.  Ebenezer  Davis 

His  son  Benjamin  was  deeded  the  farm,  and  that  was  probably  why  he  only  got  $2. 

John  Lambert,  merchant,  was  the  executor  of  the  will.  He  may  have  been  Eunice’s  brother 
or  son  from  her  first  marriage. 
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THE  1ST  GENERATION  - BENJAMIN  & BETSEY 


To  understand  more  about  our  ancestors  Benjamin  and  Betsey  Rowe  Davis,  we 
need  to  explore  the  life  of  a Truro  man  named  Ebenezer  Lombard. 

The  surname  Lombard  will  be  important  later  for  descendants  of  Joshua  H.  Davis, 
Sr.  and  his  wife  Anna  Gross  Lombard  Davis,  but  Ebenezer  Lombard  is  not  a direct 
ancestor.  However,  we  need  to  know  about  him  to  flesh  out  the  little  we  know  about 
Benjamin  and  Betsey  who  are  the  earliest  Davises  we  can  trace. 

Nearly  300  years  after  the  fact,  no  one  knows  for  sure  what  happened,  but  by 
piecing  together  the  stark  facts  recorded  in  the  Truro  Vital  Records,  Church  Records  and 
Cemetery  Records,  time  frames  emerge.  With  some  guesswork  and  a little  imagination, 
the  following  may  have  occurred. 

An  explanation  of  the  term  “covenant  owner”  will  clarify  a church  custom  of  the 
time.  At  the  December  29,  1725,  church  meeting 


"...it  was  proposed  to  the  chh  whether  Adult  Persons  Owning 
their  Baptismal  Covenant,  and  putting  themselves  under  the 
watch  and  Government  of  the  chh  shuld  have  their  children 
Baptisd  tho  they  thro  fears  did  not  come  up  to  full  communion 
Answered  in  the  Aff ir.  and  Voted  to  be  the  Practice  for  the 
future  the  chh  having  had  six  weeks  consideration  before 
ye  vote" 

For  three  ancestors,  covenant  ownership  (under  the  watch  and  government  of  the 
church)  and  the  baptism  of  the  oldest  child  took  place  on  the  same  day.  For  Ebenezer 
Lombard  there  is  a two-day  lapse.  What  we  know  about  Ebenezer  Lombard  follows. 


EBENEZER  LOMBARD 

1705  - 1767 


March  12,  1705 

Bom 

March  4,  1716 

Jedediah  Lombard  (his  father)  is  admitted  to  full  communion  with  the 
church  (membership) 

March  11,  1716 

Ebenezer  is  baptized  (Brothers  and  sister  - Solomon,  James,  Sarah 
and  Lewis  - are  baptized  at  the  same  time.) 

April  15,  1716 

Hannah  Lewis  Lombard  (his  mother)  is  admitted  to  full  communion 

June  1 1,  1727 

Bethiah  Mayo  is  admitted  as  a member 

June  15,  1727 

Ebenezer  is  married  to  Bethiah  Mayo 

July  28,  1727 

Son  John  is  baptized  (and  must  have  died  shortly  afterward) 

1 

July  30,  1727 


Ebenezer  is  listed  as  “Covenant  Owner”  in  church  records 


August  3,  1728  Son  John  is  bom 
September  9,  1 748  John  dies  “in  his  2 1 st  year” 

September  23,  1733  Daughter  Sarah  is  baptized 
December  20,  1735  Sarah  dies  “in  her  3rd  year” 

June  27,  1736  Daughter  Bethiah  is  bom 

July  4,  1736  Bethiah  is  baptized 

June  10,  1739  Daughter  Sarah  is  baptized 

June,  1739  Sarah  dies  “3  weeks” 


September  12,  1739 
April  25,  1743 
October  4,  1764 
June  7,  1767 

June  19,  1767 
July  12,  1767 
January  l,  1769 


Father  Jedediah  Lombard  dies 
Mother  Hannah  Lombard  dies 

Daughter  Bethiah  marries  James  Webb.  She  is  28  years  old. 

Ebenezer  made  his  peace  with  the  church  and  by  church  vote  is 
restored  to  his  former  standing  as  a member  in  full  communion. 

Ebenezer  dies 

Daughter  Bethiah  Lombard  Webb  is  admitted  to  full  communion 
Widow  Bethiah  Lombard  is  admitted  to  full  communion 


Ebenezer’s  adult  life  did  not  appear  to  be  happy.  His  oldest  brother  Solomon 
graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1723  and  became  Judge  Solomon  Lombard.  His 
younger  brother  Lewis  Lombard  was  prominent  and  the  first  of  many  other  Lewis 
Lombards  in  generations  to  come.  Massachusetts  tax  records  indicate  Ebenezer,  the 
middle  child,  was  a tiller  of  the  soil. 

He  and  Bethiah  had  five  children  in  1 1 years,  only  one  of  whom,  Bethiah,  2nd, 
lived  to  adulthood.  John,  1st,  must  have  died  shortly  after  his  July  28,  1 727,  baptism. 
Notice  the  flurry  of  activity  in  mid- 1727.  Bethiah  joins  the  church  four  days  before  she  and 
Ebenezer  are  married.  A baby  named  John  is  baptised  on  July  28,  1 727  - six  weeks  later. 
Ebenezer  becomes  a covenant  owner  two  days  after  that. 

John,  2nd,  bom  the  next  year,  died  at  age  20.  Bethiah,  2nd,  married  James  Webb  in 
1764  when  she  was  28  years  old  - much  older  than  brides  of  the  era. 

The  spacing  of  Ebenezer’s  children  and  absence  of  children  after  the  second 
Sarah’s  birth  in  1739  (Ebenezer  is  only  34  and  Bethiah  a little  younger)  may  lead  one  to 
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believe  there  were  many  other  unsuccessful  pregnancies.  His  two  surviving  children 
number  well  below  the  average  of  seven  or  more  for  that  time.  Shortly  after  Sarah,  2nd, 
died,  Ebenezer’s  father  died. 

Did  Ebenezer  rail  at  God  and  sever  ties  with  the  church?  It  appears  so.  On  his 
deathbed  he  made  peace  with  the  church  and  died  1 2 days  later. 

About  1764,  probably  earlier,  two  fellows  named  James  Webb  and  Benjamin  Davis 
came  to  Truro.  Benjamin  is  said  to  have  been  “a  youth”,  “a  boy”  and  “young”  in  the  family 
history  and  other  sources.  This  would  make  him  younger  than  21  upon  arrival  in  Truro. 

James  Webb  must  have  been  older.  He  married  Ebenezer’s  daughter  on  October 
24,  1764.  Bethiah  is  28  years  old.  As  Ebenezer’s  only  surviving  child,  was  she  “kept 
home”  as  long  as  possible?  Ebenezer  “gained  a son”  by  her  marriage  but  did  not  live  to  see 
his  first  grandchild  (and  namesake)  bom  in  1770. 

James  and  Bethiah  Webb  apparently  had  the  same  misfortune  bearing  children  as 
did  her  parents.  The  first  baby,  Ebenezer  Lombard  Webb,  bom  six  years  after  his  parents’ 
marriage,  died  shortly  after  his  private  baptism  on  January  14,  1770.  Next  came  another 
Ebenezer  Lombard  Webb,  Bethiah,  3rd,  and  James,  Jr. 


JAMES  WEBB 


We  know  the  following  about  James  Webb:  (1)  He  showed  up  in  Truro  in  1764  or  earlier. 
(2)  He  married  Bethiah  Lombard  on  Oct.  4,  1764.  (3)  They  had  four  known  children: 


Ebenezer  Lombard  Webb 
Ebenezer  Lombard  Webb 
Bethiah,  3rd,  Webb 
James  Webb,  Jr. 


bom  & died  January,  1770 

baptized  October  27,  1771 

baptized  September  19,  1773 

baptised  June  9,  1776,  died  in  Carolina  1800 
of  smallpox 


July  12,  1767 


January  1,  1769 


“Bethiah  Wife  of  James  Webb”  is  admitted  to  full  communion 
(one  month  after  her  father  Ebenezer  made  his  peace  with  the  church 
and  died) 

“Widow  Bethiah  Lombard”  is  admitted  to  full  communion 
(18  months  after  her  husband’s  death) 
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1771  tax  evaluation  records  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts  show  James  Webb 
owning  a house,  tillable  acreage,  farm  animals,  and  hay.  He  inherited  Ebenezer  Lombard’s 
estate.  (Benjamin  Davis  is  also  listed  in  this  tax  record.  He  owns  nothing,  but  he  lives 
with  or  near  James  Webb.  The^re  no  indications  he  and  Betsey  were  anything  but  very 
poor  all  their  married  lives.) 

The  Webb  name  will  soon  disappear  from  Truro.  Possibly,  James  Webb  was 
captured  by  the  British  with  Benjamin  Davis  and  died  a prisoner  of  war.  James  Webb,  Jr., 
though,  is  listed  in  the  town’s  history  as  dying  of  smallpox  “in  Carolina”  in  1 800.  Was  his 
presence  there  a coincidence,  or  did  he  have  reason  to  be  there? 

BENJAMIN  DAVIS 

Another  dimension  to  the  story  of  Ebenezer  Lombard  is  our  ancestor  Benjamin 
Davis.  He  came  to  Truro  as  a youth  from  Snow  Hill,  Maryland  and  disappeared  during  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

For  more  than  100  years,  it  has  been  believed  that  Benjamin  was  a native  of  Snow 
Hill  by  using  the  Ishmael  Davis  will  as  evidence.  This  connection  is  questionable,  as  the 
Benjamin  named  in  the  will  bought  and  sold  property  in  Maryland  many  years  after  “our 
Benjamin”  disappeared  from  Truro.  It  is  possible,  but  not  likely,  he  chose  to  desert  his 
Truro  family,  return  to  Maryland  during  a dangerous  period  in  our  history,  and  have  a 
second  family  there. 

Benjamin  was  more  apt  to  have  been  captured  by  the  British  who  harassed  the  Cape 
Cod  coast  and  took  many  prisoners  during  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  Benjamin  “went  to 
sea  in  the  time  of  the  Revolution”,  so  it  is  likely  he  was  captured  aboard  a vessel.  Another 
version  says  he  “left  his  home  during  the  time  of  the  Revolution  and  no  intelligence  was 
ever  learned  of  his  fate.”  He  may  have  died  on  a prison  ship. 

Benjamin  may  well  have  “come  from  Snow  Hill”  to  Truro,  but  Snow  Hill  may  only 
have  been  a stopover  for  a time.  He  may  have  come  there  from  another  place. 

Consider  this : In  the  book  Colonial  Soldiers  of  the  South  by  Murtie  June  Clark,  the 
names  Benjamin  Davis  and  James  Webb  are  listed  in  the  muster  and  pay  rolls  of  Colonel 
George  Gabriel  Powell’s  Battalion  of  the  South  Carolina  Militia  in  the  1759  Cherokee 
Expedition. 

James  Webb  is  listed  as  a private  in  Capt.  Samuel  Butler’s  company, 

October  6,  1759  - June  10,  1760.  Benjamin  Davis  is  listed  as  a private  in  Capt.  John 

McCant’s  company  - same  dates.  He  would  have  been  in  his  teens,  but  thj  s was  not  unusual. 

To  be  sure,  Benjamin  Davis  and  James  Webb  are  not  unusual  names,  but  consider 
the  dates  and  that  both  names  are  recorded  in  a small,  specialized  military  unit  at  the  same 
time.  Desertions  are  listed,  but  these  two  names  are  not  among  them.  They  may  have 
served  their  time  and  left,  or  they  may  have  deserted  at  a later  date. 
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Possible  scenario:  They  mustered  out  or  deserted  from  the  South  Carolina  Militia, 
sailed  to  Snow  Hill  (a  seaport),  cooled  their  heels  for  a while,  and  sailed  on  to  Truro. 

(James  Webb 's  youngest  son,  James  Jr.,  died  of  smallpox  in  1800  “in  Carolina.  " If 
James  and  Benjamin  of  the  South  Carolina  Militia  are  indeed  "our  boys  ”,  this  fact  may  be 
pertinent.) 

When  Benjamin  married  Betsey  Rowe  in  1767,  he  is  listed  as  Benjamin  Davis  “of 
Truro.”  Apparently,  he  adopted  Truro  as  his  home.  His  “coming  from  Snow  Hill, 
Maryland”  may  have  been  incorrectly  interpreted  for  many  years.  It  could  have  been  a 
stopover  from  parts  unknown  rather  than  his  former  home.  He  may  have  been  an  orphan 
with  no  home  to  return  to. 

Almost  assuredly,  James  Webb  and  Benjamin  Davis  arrived  together  in  Truro  on  a 
ship  in  the  early  1760’s.  The  names  Davis  and  Webb  are  alien  to  the  huge  families  named 
Dyer,  Atkins,  Smith,  Collins,  Cobb,  etc.,  already  in  Truro. 

The  lives  of  Ebenezer  Lombard,  James  Webb,  and  Benjamin  Davis  overlap  for  just 
a few  years,  yet  they  seemed  to  be  important  to  one  another.  Ebenezer  may  have  been  in  ill 
health  for  a few  years  before  his  death  and  welcomed  two  strong  boys  to  help  with  the 
work.  When  they  arrived  in  Truro,  Benjamin  would  have  been  about  the  age  of  his  son 
John,  who  died  in  1748  at  age  20. 


BETSEY  ROWE 

At  this  point  we  need  to  talk  about  our  ancestor  Betsey  Rowe  who  married 
Benjamin  Davis  in  1767.  Betsey  is  the  illegitimate  daughter  of  Joanna  Savage  and  was 
baptized  in  1747.  There  are  three  valid  pieces  of  evidence  pointing  to  Betsey’s 
illegitimacy: 

1 . One-third  to  one-half  of  births  in  colonial  Massachusetts  towns  were 
“premature”  or  before  the  marriage  of  the  parents. 

2.  Truro  church  records  show  “Elizabeth  daughter  of  Joanna  Savage”  to  have 
been  baptized  in  1747. 

3.  Family  records,  Truro  history  and  Cape  Cod  history  state  her  mother 
“...was  of  the  old  Savage  family  whose  name  is  now  extinct.” 

With  few  exceptions  - widows  (so  indicated)  and  illegitimate  births  - all  Truro 
baptisms  record  the  father’s  name  only. 

In  the  Truro/Cape  Cod  records  and  family  history,  Betsey’s  parentage  only 
mentions  her  mother  who  “was  of  the  old  Savage  family.” 
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The  Savage  name  “now  extinct”  disappears,  for  the  most  part,  from  Truro  in  the 
mid- 1700’s,  yet  Betsey  remains  there.  Her  surname  “Rowe”,  also  recorded  as  “Roe”,  is  a 
red  herring.  There  is  no  Rowe  family  in  Truro  or  the  Cape  at  that  time.  Rowe/Roe  is  most 
likely  the  legal  term,  i.e.,  John  Doe,  Jane  Roe,  Roe  v.  Wade,  indicating  anonymity  or  the 
unknown. 

Likely,  she  was  taken  in  by  Ebenezer  and  Bethiah  Lombard  after  her  mother  left  the 
Cape  with  the  rest  of  the  Savage  family.  (There  is  no  Joanna  Savage  marriage  or  death 
recorded  in  Truro.) 

By  1748,  Ebenezer  and  Bethiah  only  have  one  surviving  child  (12-year-old  Bethiah, 
2nd)  and  may  have  raised  Betsey  as  a foster  child  from  infancy  or  childhood.  Maybe  they 
offered  to  take  the  child  when  Joanna  left  Truro.  Maybe  the  child  was  offered  to  them  by 
Joanna.  She  may  have  been  a shirttail  relative  (Lewis/Lombard/Savage/Mayo  connection). 

Ebenezer  and  Bethiah  would  have  been  about  40  when  Betsey  was  bom  in  1 747. 
Their  son  John  died  in  1748.  Maybe  Bethiah  had  experienced  yet  another  miscarriage 
when  the  opportunity  to  take  Betsey  in  happened. 

Twelve  or  more  years  later  Ebenezer  and  Bethiah  will  take  James  Webb  and 
Benjamin  Davis  under  their  wings.  Now  we  could  have  a household  of  sorts  consisting  of 
Ebenezer  and  Bethiah,  daughter  Bethiah,  foster  daughter  Betsey  Rowe,  James  Webb  and 
Benjamin  Davis. 

Consider  this  group  of  “outcasts.”  Ebenezer’s  family  is  estranged  from  the  church; 
Betsey  Rowe  is  a deserted,  illegitimate  child  lacking  a true  last  name;  and  the  two 
newcomers  fit  nowhere  in  Truro  society. 

Although  Betsey  was  baptized,  we  do  not  know  if  she  had  any  other  religious 
education  or  training.  Her  childhood  was  during  Ebenezer’s  angry  period  toward  God  and 
the  church. 

Benjamin  and  Betsey  were  married  in  October  of  1767  by  the  justice  of  the  peace. 
This  is  out  of  the  ordinary,  as  most  other  Truro  marriages  were  recorded  by  the  pastors  who 
officiated  at  the  weddings.  It  makes  sense,  however,  if  Betsey  were  outside  the  church 
circle,  disenfranchised,  and  pregnant  (“like  mother,  like  daughter”).  Betsey  has  neither 
Lombard  nor  Savage  for  a last  name.  Benjamin  had  no  affiliation  with  the  Truro  church 
nor  guidance  there  by  Ebenezer. 

The  dates  we  know  for  sure  suggest  other  possibilities.  James  Webb  marries 
28-year-old  Bethiah  Lombard  in  1764,  but  Benjamin  Davis  does  not  marry  20-year-old 
Betsey  Rowe  until  1767,  four  months  after  Ebenezer’s  death. 

Did  Ebenezer  put  the  kibosh  on  the  romance  and  marriage  plans  while  he  was 
alive?  Was  Betsey  indentured  to  him  until  she  was  2 i ? Did  he  feel  Benjamin  and  Betsey 
were  too  young?  Was  he  aware  of  the  pregnancy? 


6 


The  relationship  of  Betsey,  Benjamin  and  the  church  changed  shortly  after  their  marriage. 


October  24,  1767  Benjamin  and  Betsey  are  married  by  the  justice  of  the  peace. 

April  3,  1 768  “Benjamin  Davis  and  Elizabeth  his  wife”  are  recorded  as  covenant 

owners  of  the  church 


April  3,  1768  “Benjamin,  son  of  Benjamin  Davis”  is  baptized  (church  records) 

November  28,  1768  “Benjamin,  son  of  Benjamin  Davis”  is  bom  (Truro  Vital  Records). 

This  error  in  dates  has  been  perpetuated  for  more  than  200  years. 
Benjamin,  2nd,  had  to  have  been  born  Nov.  28,  1 76  7,  shortly  after 
his  parents ' marriage  by  the  justice  of  the  peace.  Very  soon  they 
affiliate  with  the  church.  They  become  covenant  owners  and  have 
their  son  baptized  on  the  same  day  - April  3,  1 768. 

Truro  church  records  list  baptisms  sequentially  (as  they  occurred).  In  the  Truro 
Vital  Records,  the  births  of  all  Benjamin 's  children  were  registered  at  the  same  time  which 
would  be  in  1776  or  later,  possibly  by  Betsey  after  Benjamin  disappeared.  Benjamin, 
2nd’s,  birth  date  was  probably  “fudged"  at  this  time. 

Parents  becoming  covenant  owners  the  same  day  as  the  baptism  of  the  oldest  child 
was  mentioned  before.  A generation  later  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Webb  Davis  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis  also  become  covenant  owners  on  the  same  dates  as  their 
oldest  children  were  baptized.  Ebenezer  Lombard  became  a convenant  owner  two  days 
after  his  son  John,  1st,  was  born  in  1 727. 


December  9,  1 770  Son  James  Webb  Davis  is  bom  and  baptized. 


August  1,  1773 


June  4,  1776 
June  16,  1776 


Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis  is  bom  (The  name  Ebenezer 

He  is  baptized  will  be  bestowed  often 

in  the  next  two  genera- 
tions of  Davises.) 

“Betty  Davis”  is  bom  to  Benjamin  and  Betsey 
She  is  baptized 


The  names  of  Benjamin  and  Betsey’s  oldest  and  youngest  children  are  obvious 
choices.  The  second  and  third  sons,  James  Webb  Davis  and  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis, 
secure  the  relationship  among  Ebenezer  Lombard,  James  Webb,  and  Benjamin  Davis.  Had 
James  and  Bethiah  Webb  had  more  success  bringing  children  into  the  world,  a son  named 
Benjamin  Davis  Webb  would  have  likely  been  among  them. 


100+  years  ago  our  more  recent  ancestors  were  also  interested  in  genealogy. 
Certain  wording  in  family  histories  is  the  same  as  in  the  Truro  official  records  and  written 
histories  they  obviously  had  access  to.  Apparently,  their  Victorian  sensibilities  precluded 
any  exploration  of  Betsey  Rowe  ’s  parentage,  and  they  chose  to  use  the  incorrect  1 768  birth 
date  of  Benjamin  and  Betsey ’s  first  child.  Respectability  prevails! 
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The  following  is  documented  material,  not  speculation. 


Benjamin  Davis,  my  paternal  grandfather,  came  from  Snow  Hill,  Maryland,  when  a 
young  man.  He  was  a mariner,  and  left  his  home  in  Truro  during  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  and  never  returned,  and  no  intelligence  was  ever  received  of  his  fate. 

(JHD,  Sr.,  Book  of  Family  History) 


Benjamin  Davis  came  from  Snow  Hill,  Maryland,  to  Truro  when  a youth.  On 
October  18,  1767,  he  married  Elizabeth  Rowe,  who  died  December  18,  1828,  aged  81 
years.  Her  mother  belonged  to  the  old  Savage  family  which  was  prominent  in  the  early 
settlement,  but  the  name  has  now  been  a long  time  extinct. 

Benjamin  went  to  sea  in  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  and  no  intelligence  of  his  fate 
was  ever  received. 

Mr.  Freeman  in  his  History  of  Cape  Cod.  Vol.  2,  page  568,  says  that  “During  the 
Revolution  four  masters  of  vessels,  with  all  their  men,  most  of  whom  belonged  to  Truro, 
were  lost  at  sea,  and  that  numbers  died  on  the  prison  ships  at  New  York.” 

(JHD,  Jr.) 


“Benjamin,  the  father  of  the  Truro  family,  it  is  understood,  came  when  a boy  from  Snow 
Hill,  Md.,  m.  Eliz.  Rowe,  whose  mother  belonged  to  the  old  Savage  family. 

(Shebnah  Rich) 

“The  families  of  the  name  of  Davis  in  this  town,  it  is  understood,  are  descended  from 
Mr.  Benjamin  Davis  who  came  here  from  Snow  Hill,  Maryland  when  a youth.  He  m. 
Elisa.  Rowe  whose  mother  was  Savage...” 

(Frederick  Freeman) 


BETSEY  ROWE  DAVIS,  my  maternal  grandmother,  was  left  a widow  when  her 
children  were  all  small  and  dependent,  and  during  a dark  period  in  the  history  of  our 
nation.  She  suffered  great  hardship  and  privation  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

For  many  of  the  last  years  of  her  life,  she  spent  the  warm  months  with  Uncle  James 
and  the  remainder  of  the  year  in  my  father’s  family.  She  was  a kind-hearted  old  lady  and 
very  fond  of  children.  In  my  childhood  I hailed  with  pleasure  the  cool  weather  of  autumn, 
which  was  the  harbinger  of  grandmother’s  return.  It  was  my  delight  during  the  long  winter 
evenings  to  listen  to  her  recital  of  the  thrilling  events  in  the  history  of  our  country  which 
transpired  within  her  recollection.  Her  memory  was  retentive,  and  she  narrated  events  with 
great  minuteness. 

She  died  at  my  father’s  house,  December  1 8,  1 828,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 

(JHD,  Sr.,  Book  of  Family  History ) 
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(It  would  be  fascinating  to  know  just  what  Joshua  overheard  when  listening  to  his 
grandmother 's  stories.  Since  “her  memory  was  retentive  and  she  narrated  events  with 
great  minuteness  ",  she  must  have  told  many  things  about  her  childhood  and  the 
disappearance  of  her  husband.  One  wonders  if  she  was  at  the  mercy  of  Bethiah  Lombard 
Webb ’s  benevolence  during  her  widowhood.  She  was  a person  who  had  nothing  from 
birth,  poverty  in  marriage,  and  worse  privation  after  Benjamin  disappeared. 

Her  sons  went  to  sea  at  early  ages.  Her  oldest  son  Benjamin  married  young  and 
moved  away  from  Truro.  Her  daughter  Betsey  stayed  with  her  until  her  marriage  to 
Solomon  Myrick  in  1803  at  age  27.  She  then  lived  with  her  sons  James  and  Ebenezer  for  a 
half-year  each  until  her  death. 

Betsey  never  remarried.  Her  prospects  were  less  than  when  she  married  Benjamin. 
Betsey  was  29  or  30  and  had  four  children  when  Benjamin  disappeared.  Her  marital 
status  was  ambiguous.  Benjamin  disappeared  but  we  do  not  know  when  (or  if  Betsey 
legally  became  a widow. 

Church  records  last  mention  Betsey  as  follows: 

April  12,  1818  Widow  Betty  Davis  admitted  to  full  communion 

NOTES:  Joshua  H.  Davis  states  that  his  grandmother  died  in  1828  at  the  age  of  81. 

This  makes  her  birth  year  H47,  consistent  with  the  date  Joanna  Savage  had  her  daughter 
Elizabeth  baptized.  Joanna  ’a  sister  Rebecca  was  also  a “single  mother.  ” Church 
records  show  she  had  a son  Joshua  baptized. 

Notice  how  close  in  age  Betsey  Davis ’s  and  Bethiah  Webb ' s youngest  chi  ldren 
were.  James  and  Benjamin  may  have  been  mariners  on  the  same  ship  and  were  in  Truro 
at  the  same  times  between  voyages.  James  inheriting  Ebenezer ’s  estate  would  not  have 
precluded  his  being  a mariner,  too.  After  all,  Betsey  and  Bethiah  lived  there  all  their  lives 
and  knew  what  work  had  to  be  done  while  their  husbands  were  at  sea. 

Naming  patterns  tell  us  a great  deal  about  families  in  colonial  America.  Names 
were  from  the  mother 's  side  as  well  as  the  father ’s  side,  and  they  pointed  toward  the  past. 
In  christening  their  children,  parents  fulfilled  the  Biblical  command:  “Thou  shall  honor 
thy  father  and  thy  mother.  ” 

Almost  as  frequently  they  used  a name  to  symbolically  restore  some  lost  part  of  the 
immediate  family.  Parents  frequently  named  one  child  for  another  who  had  died.  Almost 
all  New  England  children  became  carriers  of  the  past  via  their  names. 

James  and  Bethiah  Webb  named  their  children  as  described  above.  Their  second 
child  was  named  for  the  first  who  died;  both  were  named  for  Bethiah 's  father.  The  third 
child,  Bethiah,  3rd,  is  named  for  Bethiah , 2nd’s  mother  Bethiah  Lombard.  James,  the 
youngest,  would  appear  to  be  named  for  his  father,  but  he  could  also  have  been  named  for 
Bethiah 's  Uncle  James  Lombard  (Ebenezer 's  brother)  or  an  unknown  James  Webb  who 
preceded  the  one  who  came  to  Truro. 
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The  names  of  Benjamin  and  Betsey 's  children  are  atypical.  Ancestry  does  not  play 
a part.  Betsey ’s  is  largely  unknown,  and  Benjamin ’s  is  a mystery.  Their  oldest  and 
youngest  were  named  for  themselves.  The  second  child,  James  Webb  Davis,  was  named 
for  a friend.  The  third  child,  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis,  was  named  for  a benefactor. 
Betsey  knew  her  mother 's  name,  but  it  was  not  given  to  her  only  daughter.  None  of  these 
names  “ pointed  to  the  past.  ” They  pointed  to  themselves  and  contemporary,  nonfamily 
people. 

In  the  post  colonial  era,  naming  customs  relax  somewhat,  as  children  began  to  be 
named  for  friends  and  neighbors  in  the  community. 

Lewis  Lombard,  Ebenezer ’s  brother,  was-  the  first  of  many  Lewis  Lombards.  In 
addition  to  family  members,  the  first  and  second  names  Lewis  Lombard  were  given  to 
other  children  in  Truro,  i.e.,  Lewis  Lombard  Cobb,  Lewis  Lombard  Atkins,  etc.,  for  many 
years. 


At  least  two  girls  in  Truro  were  named  for  the  Betseys.  There  was  a Betsey  Davis 
Rich  and  another  named  Betsey  Myrick  Paine.  They  must  have  had  qualities  worthy  of 
having  children  named  for  them. 

Benjamin  and  Betsey ’s  daughter,  Betsey,  2nd,  will  name  her  only  child  for  a 
sister-in-law  who  was  renown  for  her  kindness  and  acts  of  benevolence. 

Obviously,  Benjamin  and  Betsey  had  previous  biology;  but  there  is  no  traceable 
genealogy.  In  essence,  they  started  our  Davis  family  who  originated  in  Truro, 
Massachusetts. 

It  would  probably  be  pointless,  if  not  impossible,  to  push  the  Davis  ancestry  back 
any  further.  Benjamin  and  Betsey  Rowe  Davis  had  fragmented  lives  and  ancestries,  but 
from  the  late  1 700 ’s  onward,  their  progeny  congealed  into  a tightly  knit,  well-documented, 
prolific  family. 
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THE  DAVISES  OF  TFIUITO 


THE  2ND  GENERATION 


BENAJAMIN  & BETSEY  IYOWE  DAVIS  ' 

1.  BENJAMIN  DAVIS,  2ND 

2.  JAMES  WEBB  DAVIS 

3.  EBliNEZEFl  LOMBARD  DAVIS 


4.  BETSEY  DAVIS,  2ND 


Benjamin  and  Betsey  Rowe  Davis  had  four  children: 


1. 

Benjamin,  2nd 

bom  November  28,  1767 

died  October  14,  1840 

2. 

James  Webb  Davis 

bom  December  9,  1770 

died  August  11,1 864 

3. 

Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis 

(our  ancestor) 

bom  August  3,  1773 

died  November  9,  1858 

4. 

Betsey  Davis,  2nd 

bom  June  4,  1776 

died  “about  1815” 

(1.)  Benjamin  Davis,  2nd 

Benjamin  Davis,  my  father’s  oldest  brother,  followed  the  sea  during  the  early  part  of  his 
life.  He  married  his  wife  in  Chatham,  Cape  Cod,  at  which  place  he  resided  until  a short  time 
before  the  War  of  1 8 12,  when  he  removed  to  Readfield,  Maine,  and  purchased  a farm  which  is 
still  owned  and  occupied  by  his  oldest  son,  Benjamin.  His  last  visit  to  Truro  was  in  1837.  He 
was  then  an  infirm  old  man  and  quite  blind.  He  died  October  14,  1840,  aged  seventy-two  years. 
(Actually,  he  was  73  years  old.) 

(Joshua  H.  Davis,  Sr.) 


Benjamin,  the  oldest  son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Rowe  Davis,  married  Sarah  Long 
daughter  of  John  Long  of  Harwich.  He  followed  the  sea  until  about  the  time  of  the  War  of  1812 
and  then  moved  to  Readfield,  Maine,  where  he  bought  a farm. 

Children  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  Long  Davis: 

1.  SALLY  married  Mr.  Smith,  had  sons 

2.  JANE  married  Mr.  Atkinson.  Was  a widow  many  years  and  lived  with  her  three  sons,  all 
of  them  bachelors. 

3.  BETSEY,  bom  1805,  died  May  10,  1893,  married  Mr.  Gordon. 

Children  - Delphina,  bom  about  1849,  died  in  Winona  in  1936  - married 

Henry  R.  Doty  who  died  in  1931.  Another  daughter  married  Dr.  Wakefield  of  Everette, 
Mass.,  and  there  were  other  daughters. 

(Delphina  who  died  in  Winona  in  1936  may  have  followed  her  cousin  Emerson  Dyar 
(below)  in  moving  to  Minnesota.  Delphina  and  Henry  Doty  probably  knew  and  socialized  with 
Joshua  and  Cora  Davis  in  Winona.  JHD,  Jr.  has  given  definite  birth  and  death  dates  and  seems 
to  know  much  more  about  this  first-cousin-once-removed  than  the  others  in  this  family.) 


1 


4.  MARY  married  Azor  Dyar  of  West  Freeman,  Maine.  Children  - Alvano 
Benjamin,  Emerson  Dudley,  and  Roscoe. 

(Emerson  Dudley  Dyar  married  his  2nd  cousin  Mary  Davis  in  1875.  Emerson 's 
mother  and  Mary 's  father  (JHD,  Sr.)  are  first  cousins.  Wonderful  descriptions  of 
this  family  are  found  in  Mary  Davis  Dyar 's  journals.) 

5.  SABRINA  married  Mr.  Olmstead.  Had  daughter  Anna  who  died  at  Boston. 

6.  BENJAMIN  married  Caroline  Hunt. 

Sons  - Joshua  and  John 

(We  get  to  know  Benjamin  & Caroline  and  Joshua  & John  in  Mary  Davis  Dyar 's 
journals.  She  spent  several  summer  vacations  at  their  farm  in  Maine.) 

7.  EBENEZER 

(Joshua  H.  Davis,  Jr.) 


Benjamin,  2nd's,  wife  died  after  the  move  to  Maine.  He  then  married  the  " Widow 
Lambert " of  Readfield.  (The  name  “Lambert " is  the  same  as  “ Lombard . " Other  variations  of 
Lombard  are:  Lombard,  Lumber,  Lumbert,  Lumbard  and  Lampert.) 

The  names  of  Benjamin,  2nd's  children  point  toward  his  wife 's  family.  Sally,  Jane,  Mary 
and  Sabrina  are  not  prior  Davis  names. 

Benjamin,  2nd's  son  Benjamin,  3rd,  had  sons  named  John  and  Joshua.  John  was 
probably  named  for  his  great-grandfather  John  Long.  Joshua  was  probably  named  after  JHD, 
Sr.  Benjamin,  3rd,  would  have  remembered  his  father 's  cousin,  JHD,  Sr.,  living  in  Maine  while 
attending  Kent 's  Hill  Academy. 
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(2.)  James  Webb  Davis 


James  Webb  Davis,  the  second  brother,  was  a mariner  and  resided  in  Truro  until  the  death 
of  his  wife  in  1858,  when  he  moved  to  Somerville. 

He  married  Sarah  Atkins  of  Truro  (Dec.  27,  1796),  His  family  consisted  of  three  sons, 
Benjamin,  James,  and  Ebenezer,  and  one  daughter  Sarah,  wife  of  Dr.  N.J.  Knight  of  Somerville, 
in  whose  family  he  was  residing  at  the  time  of  his  death,  August  1 1,  1864.  (Dr.  Knight  was  bom 
Sept.  17,  1802,  died  Oct.  18,  1877). 


JHD,  Jr. 


(James  Webb  Davis 's  life  spanned  the  Revolutionary  War,  the  War  of  1812,  and  most  of 
the  Civil  War.) 

It  was  recently  learned  James  Webb  Davis  was  the  keeper  of  the  lighthouse  in  Truro.  The 
dates  are  unknown  at  this  time  (1998).  The  Highland  Light,  also  called  the  Cape  Cod  Light,  is  a 
famous  landmark. 

Henry  David  Thoreau  took  four  walking  tours  of  Cape  Cod  between  1849  and  1857.  He 
discourses  on  the  Highland  Light  at  length,  is  a guest  of  the  lighthouse  keeper,  and  mentions 
“Lieutenant  Davis  ” who  tells  him  about  the  tides. 


Very  possibly,  “Lieutenant  Davis  ” is  James  Webb  Davis.  James  W.  Davis  would  have 
been  an  old  man,  79  or  older,  but  he  was  probably  a vigorous  old  man  since  he  lived  to  be  94. 
We  know  he  is  still  living  in  Truro,  ca.  1850,  with  his  wife  Sarah.  Being  a mariner  all  his  life, 
his  knowledge  of  tides  would  be  vast  and  a job  as  lighthouse  keeper  would  be  a natural 
transition  in  his  later  years. 

Thoreau ’s  book  Cape  Cod,  published  posthumously,  has  been  in  print  over  100  years 
despite  poor  reviews.  Thoreau  was  a philosopher  and  a naturalist,  so  his  chronology  is  not 
exact.  It  is  hard  to  figure  out  if  “Lieutenant  Davis  ” was  the  lighthouse  keeper  when  Thoreau 
visited  or  the  “local  expert’’  on  tides  in  his  post-lighthouse  keeper  days.  Either  way,  it  is 
interesting  and  a little  exciting  to  connect  an  ancestor  with  a famous  person  (an  unknown  at  the 
time)  more  than  a century  after  the  fact. 


Lieutenant  Davis  and  Thoreau  discussed  the  washing  away  of  the  shore  and  the  need  for 
the  lighthouse  to  be  moved  to  prevent  its  eventual  slide  into  the  ocean.  In  1 996  the  lighthouse 
was  moved  after  extensive  fund-raising  and  publicity. 


2001  - I have  since  learned  it  was  James  Webb  Davis’s  son,  James  Davis,  who 

was  the  lighthouse  keeper.  The  younger  James  died  in  1850.  "Lt.  Davis 
and  Thoreau  must  have  encountered  each  other  during  one  of  the  early 
trips  to  the  Cape. 


3. 


The  children  of  James  Webb  and  Sarah  Atkins  Davis  were: 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 


Ebenezer 

James 

Benjamin 

Apphiah 

Apphiah 

Sally  (Sarah) 


baptized  April  1,  1798 
baptized  November  24,  1799 
bom  June  28,  1801 
baptized  June  10,  1803 
baptized  June  27,  1807 
baptized  November  6,  1808 


The  three  sons  of  James  Webb  Davis  do  not  show  up  again  in  Truro  town  records. 
Chances  are  they  married,  moved  away,  and  settled  in  other  towns.  The  two  girls  named 
Apphiah  died  as  infants  or  children.  There  is  no  mention  of  them  in  the  family  history. 

Sally  (Sarah)  married  Dr.  Nathaniel  Jordan  Knight  of  Truro  on  December  l,  1836. 

(Sarah  was  28  years  old.)  Nathaniel  and  Sarah  Knight  had  two  daughters  - Catherine  Elizabeth 
born  December  16,  1837  and  Sarah  Ann  Margaret  born  December  8,  1839.  Catherine  married 
Benjamin  Freeman.  Sarah  Ann  Margaret  (Annie)  did  not  marry. 

Dr.  Knight  figures  prominently  in  the  lives  of  his  wife 's  cousins  (Ebenezer  Lombard 
Davis 's  children).  Children  are  named  for  him,  and  his  daughter  Annie  was  special  to  JHD, 

Jr.  's  children  Eleanor  and  Kenneth.  Kenneth  called  her  “ Grandma  Annie  ",  and  her  diamond 
ring  ended  up  in  our  family.  It  is  now  owned  by  Jane  Davis  Culbert.  Dr.  Knight 's  cane  was  in 
the  collection  of  JHD,  Jr.  's.  This  collection  was  bequeathed  to  Susan  Davis  Hanson.  In 
December  of  1997,  Dr.  Knight’s  cane  was  given  to  Richard  Ebens  of  Hudson,  MA,  where  it  more 
appropriately  belongs. 

Truro  Church  and  Vital  Records  mention  some  "stray"  Davises.  There  are  marriage 
records  for  a “ Joshua  H.  Davis,  2nd”  and  a " John  H.  Davis"  in  the  I840’s.  Considering  the 
first  of  these  names,  they  could  be  sons  of  the  sons  of  James  Webb  Davis.  Unfortunately,  the 
records  do  not  show  the  names  of  the  parents  of  these  men. 

In  1866,  Mary  Davis  (JHD,  Sr.  ’s  daughter)  tells  about  visiting  with  Mrs.  Nancy  Davis  in 
Truro.  The  tone  of  her  journal  entry  suggests  they  are  related  but  not  especially  close.  She  may 
have  been  the  wife  of  one  of  the  sons  of  James  Webb  Davis. 

200 1 - Nancy  Davis  was  the  widow  of  James  Davis  the  lighthouse  keeper. 
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(3.)  EBENEZER  LOMBARD  DAVIS 
(Our  Direct  Ancestor) 


Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis  is  our  direct  ancestor.  By  his  order  of  birth,  his  biography 
should  go  here.  Because  we  know  much  more  about  him  and  because  our  Davises  descend  from 
him,  he  will  be  placed  at  the  end  of  the  second  generation  of  Davises. 
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(4.)  Betsey  Davis.  2nd 


Betsey  Davis,  the  only  sister  of  my  father  was  bom  June  4,  1776.  She  married  Solomon 
Myrick  of  Brewster,  Cape  Cod  (February  9,  1803),  where  she  resided  after  her  marriage  until  her 
death  which  occurred  about  1815.  She  left  one  daughter  who  was  named  for  my  mother. 

(Joshua  H.  Davis,  Sr.) 

Could  she  have  been  a victim  of  the  epidemic  which  swept  the  Cape  in  the  first  half  of 
1816?  Betsey 's  daughter  would  have  been  1 1 or  younger  when  her  mother  died. 

The  “ daughter  named  for  my  mother  " shows  up  later  in  Truro  town  records  as  Azubah 
D.  Myrick.  Chances  are  the  D.  stands  for  Davis. 

Ever  since  JHD,  Sr.  wrote  his  family  history,  this  was  all  we  knew  about  Betsey,  2nd. 

Church  and  vital  records  provide  a few  more  facts  about  this  family. 

First,  Solomon  Myrick  is  identified  as  being  from  Harwich  (another  Cape  Cod  town) , not 
Brewster.  He  was  from  Brewster  or  Harwich  and  returned  there  with  his  bride,  but  he  does  not 
remain  there.  He  returns  to  Truro  as  a widower  with  a young  daughter. 

Town  records  show  the  following: 

September  26,  1818  Solomon  Myrick  and  Betsey  Atkins  are  married 

April  13,  1837  Betsey  Myrick,  aged  62,  wife  of  Solomon  Myrick  died  in  Truro 

(She  would  have  been  43  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  to  Solomon  and 
was  probably  a widow,  possibly  with  children  of  her  own.) 

August  5,  1837  Solomon  Myrick  and  Sally  C.  Atwood  of  Wellfleet  are  married 

(He  certainly  didn  7 let  any  grass  grow  under  his  feet!) 

Azubah  Davis  Myrick  is  still  in  the  picture,  too. 

March  20,  1828  Isaac  P.  Laha  and  Azubah  D.  Myrick  were  married  by  the  justice  of  the 
peace. 

March  27,  1830  Solomon  M.  ( Myrick , no  doubt)  Laha  was  bom  to  Isaac  and  Azubah  Laha 

The  Myrick  and  Laha  families  are  hard  to  pin  down.  Obviously,  they  were  more  mobile 
than  the  settled  Truro  families. 
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Town  records  mention  a few  Myricks  and  Lahas,  so  they  may  have  moved  in  and  out  of 
town  more  than  once.  John  & Dorcas  Laha  and  Freeman  & Dorcas  Myrick  of  Truro  each  had 
huge  families,  but  there  were  no  Solomons  or  Isaacs  among  their  children. 

The  name  Laha  is  the  first  new  surname  to  come  to  light  in  the  family  history  in  over  a 
century. 

This  delightful  anecdote  was  found  in  A Pilgrim  Returns  to  Cape  Cod  by  Edward  R. 

Snow. 


In  Wellf  leet  there  lived  a wonderful  lady.  Aunt  Drusilla  Laha,  who  had 
22  children,  two  of  her  own  and  20  who  were  adopted.  Her  husband  was 
shipwrecked  soon  after  their  marriage  and  drifted  on  a raft  for  a long 
period  of  time  before  being  rescued.  He  never  recovered  from  this 
terrible  experience,  and  remained  an  invalid  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  She 
took  care  of  him  and  did  very  well  at  it,  running  a general  store  at  the  same 
time. 

Perhaps  Isaac  P.  Laha  is  connected  to  this  brood.  Unfortunately,  E.  R.  Snow  does  not 
give  any  dates  for  Drusilla  and  her  flock,  but  he  does  establish  there  was  a Laha  family  elsewhere 
on  the  Cape. 

It  is  likely  the  Myricks  and  Lahas  were  related  or  connected  in  some  way.  Truro  Vital 
Records  show  a birth  registration  for  a Drusilla  Myrick.  With  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  name 
Drusilla  was  not  given  to  any  other  Truro  child,  and  this  first  name  may  connect  the  Myricks  and 
Lahas. 


It  is  curious  that  JHD,  Sr.,  did  not  mention  his  Uncle  Solomon  and  first  cousin  Azubah 
Myrick  living  in  Truro  after  1818.  Mentioning  his  Aunt  Betsey’s  marriage,  her  moving  away  and 
dying  about  1815  would  have  been  information  learned  from  older  family  members,  since  this 
happened  before  he  was  bom  in  1814.  Yet,  he  should  have  remembered  them  living  in  Truro 
during  his  childhood,  ca.  1820  - 1838. 

Maybe  there  was  something  “unsavory”  about  the  Myricks  and  Lahas,  and  he  chose  not  to 
include  more  than  a brief  mention  of  them. 
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(Continued  from  page  5) 


My  father,  EBENE7.ER  LOMBARD  DAVIS,  was  bom  at  Pond  Village  in  Truro,  August 
3,  1773.  He  went  to  sea  at  an  early  age  and  pursued  the  avocation  of  mariner  more  than  forty 
years.  He  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  a vessel  when  quite  a young  man  and  sailed  in  the 
capacity  of  shipmaster  about  twenty-five  years. 

He  was  principally  engaged  in  European  and  South  American  voyages.  The  countries 
visited  by  him  and  of  which  I have  heard  him  speak  particularly,  are  England,  Ireland,  Denmark, 
Sweden,  Belgium,  Holland,  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Brazil,  Guiana;  also  St.  Helena  and  the 
West  Indies. 

Near  the  close  of  the  last  century  and  during  the  French  and  English  wars,  when  our 
commerce  was  so  much  harassed  by  those  nations,  the  ship  in  which  he  sailed,  commanded  by 
Capt.  Michael  Hopkins  of  Truro,  was  captured  by  an  English  frigate  and  the  crew  were  detained 
as  prisoners  about  three  months. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century  and  previous  to  the  War  of  1 8 1 2,  he,  in  common 
with  other  American  shipmasters  of  those  times,  experienced  much  annoyance  from  British 
cruisers.  Our  ships  were  boarded,  their  cargoes  examined,  and  portions  of  their  crews  were 
frequently  impressed  into  the  British  naval  service,  and  various  indignities  were  imposed  upon 
our  seamen.  These  causes  prejudiced  the  mind  of  my  father  against  the  English  and  he  ever  after 
retained  a feeling  of  dislike  for  them. 

In  the  War  of  1812,  he  was  in  command  of  a Cartel  Ship,  i.e.,  a ship  employed  in  the 
exchange  of  prisoners  of  war.  He  conveyed  a load  of  prisoners  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  New 
York.  When  they  reached  the  latitude  of  Savannah,  the  prisoners  wished  to  be  landed  in  some 
southern  port;  but  his  orders  were  to  convey  them  to  New  York.  The  result  was  a mutiny,  which 
required  all  his  firmness  and  energy  to  subdue.  Having  quelled  the  mutiny,  he  put  the 
ring-leaders  in  irons  and  conveyed  the  company  of  prisoners  to  their  port  of  destination. 

In  all  of  his  numerous  voyages  he  was  never  shipwrecked;  but  early  in  life,  and  when  he 
was  first  officer,  the  ship  in  which  he  sailed  was  confined  in  a field  of  ice,  while  making  a 
voyage  to  Europe.  The  ship  was  in  great  danger,  being  surrounded  by  the  ice  about  forty  days. 
When  they  arrived  in  port,  they  found  places  worn  nearly  through  the  planks  by  the  action  of  the 
ice  upon  them. 
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“When  he  was  fifty  years  of  age,  he  left  the  sea  and  engaged  in  farming  and  the 
manufacture  of  salt. 

“He  was  a man  of  ordinary  height,  firmly  and  compactly  built,  of  erect  carriage,  well 
proportioned,  and  possessed  of  great  muscular  power  and  activity.  His  health  was  uniformly 
good  until  within  a few  years  of  his  death,  when  he  suffered  from  the  ordinary  infirmities  of  old 

age. 


“His  temperament  was  sanguine,  and  in  his  youth  he  was  jovial  and  gay.  His  mind  was  of 
a positive  and  decided  cast.  His  prejudices  were  strong,  and  so  were  his  affections  and 
attachments.  His  nature  was  sympathetic  and  his  benevolence  large.  He  had  great  pride  of 
reputation  and  a high  sense  of  honor.  His  oft-repeated  counsel  was,  “Always  act  the  manly  part.” 

“In  politics  he  was  a democrat,  and  was  exceedingly  patriotic  in  his  feeling.  He  took 
great  interest  in  public  matters  and  in  whatever  pertained  to  the  welfare  of  our  country,  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death. 

“In  1833-34  and  in  1834-35,  he  represented  the  town  of  Truro  in  the  State  Legislature. 

“At  about  the  age  of  fifty  years,  he  became  hopefully  pious,  and  ever  after  led  a consistent 
Christian  life. 

“During  the  last  ten  years  of  his  life,  his  sight  was  so  much  impaired  that  he  was  unable  to 
read,  a privation  that  he  felt  most  keenly.” 

JHD,  Sr.  - Book  of  Family  History 


To  understand  more  about  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis,  it  is  essential  to  learn  about  his 
wife  at  this  point.  A short  history  of  her  family,  the  Hinckleys,  is  necessary,  too. 

(See  appendix  at  the  end  of  this  section.) 
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Azubah  Hinckley  Davis 


“My  mother,  AZUBAH  HINCKLEY  DAVIS,  was  bom  in  Truro  January  5,  1777.  She 
was  early  trained  to  to  habits  of  industry,  economy,  and  the  strictest  morality.  My  grandfather 
maintained  family  devotions  and  was  scrupulously  exact  in  his  observance  of  the  Sabbath  and  all 
the  rules  of  morality;  and  he  educated  his  children  in  these  respects  with  great  care.  A portion  of 
each  Sabbath  was  devoted  by  him  to  their  religious  instruction.  They  were  thereby  rendered 
familiar  with  the  sacred  scriptures  and  the  “Assembly’s  Shorter  Catechism”,  much  more  so  than 
children  of  the  present  time  notwithstanding  the  increased  facilities  secured  by  the  Sabbath 
School  and  its  numerous  publications.  Hence,  I infer  that  Sabbath  schools  are  useful  only  as 
auxiliaries  to  parental  instruction,  and  can  never  supply  its  place. 

“Her  early  training  served  to  strengthen  her  natural  religious  bias.  Before  her  conversion 
she  was  strictly  conscientious,  and  with  great  propriety  she  might  have  said  of  the  moral  law, 

“All  these  have  I kept  from  my  youth  up.”  After  her  conversion,  it  was  her  constant  endeavor 
“to  know  and  do  the  will  of  God.”  I have  never  known  a more  earnest  and  consistent  Christian. 

“She  possessed  an  excellent  physical  constitution,  and  enjoyed  almost  perfect  health  all 
along  through  life  until  within  a few  weeks  of  her  death. 

“In  consequence  of  my  father’s  occupation  which  require  his  absence  from  home  so  much 
of  the  time,  thecareand  training  of  the  children  devolved  mainly  upon  her,  and  most  faithfully  did 
she  perform  her  duties  in  this  regard.  She  guarded  the  habits  and  morals  of  her  children  with 
almost  painful  solicitude.  After  her  conversion  her  greatest  anxiety  appeared  to  be  that  they 
might  all  become  Christians. 

“In  the  government  of  her  children,  mildness  and  firmness  were  happily  blended.  She 
was  sufficiently  yielding  but  from  her  final  decision  there  was  no  appeal. 

“In  the  management  of  her  domestic  affairs  she  was  systematic  and  methodical.  There 
was  with  her  literally  “a  time  and  place  for  everything.” 

“She  was  self-forgetful,  regarding  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  other  before  her  own. 

Her  sympathies  were  active,  and  she  was  ever  ready  for  any  good  work.” 

JHD.  Sr.  - Book  of  Family  History 

(See  appendix  for  Azubah  's  obituary  and  the  death  notices  of  Ebenezer  and  Azubah 

Davis.) 
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Joshua  Hinckley  Davis,  Sr.,  the  youngest  child  of  Azubah  and  Ebenezer  L.  Davis,  has 
captured  the  rich  and  involved  lives  of  his  parents  in  his  characteristic  understatements.  These 
lives  are  worth  mining.  The  religious  angle  is  fascinating,  long,  and  involved,  so  that  will  be 
explored  last  and  condensed  as  much  as  possible  into  a readable  format 

Ebenezer  had  been  fatherless  since  the  age  of  three.  Azubah  is  one  of  two  children  of 
seven  to  live  to  adulthood  and  old  age.  She  had  many  more  advantages  as  a child  than  did 
Ebenezer. 


“...he  went  to  sea  at  an  early  age. ..the  avocation  of  mariner  more  than  40  years.” 

“When  he  was  fifty  years  of  age,  he  left  the  sea...” 

Ebenezer  was  less  than  10  years  old  when  he  first  set  foot  on  a ship.  He  was  probably  a cook 
cabin  boy,  and  any  salary  he  earned  would  have  gone  to  his  impoverished,  widowed  mother. 

Very  likely  he  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  older  brothers , both  mariners,  who  also  went  to  sea 
as  children.  There  were  no  other  occupations  available  to  them  to  earn  money  to  help  the  family. 
How  sad  to  be  robbed  of  one 's  childhood,  in  spite  of  Ebenezer 's  success  in  becoming  a ship 's 
commander  “When  quite  a young  man...” 


“...prejudiced  the  mind  of  my  father  against  the  English  and  he  ever  after  retained  a 
feeling  of  dislike  for  them.” 

A letter  JHD,  Sr.  wrote  in  the  early  20th  Century  reminisced  about  his  childhood.  His 
family  never  celebrated  Christmas.  Their  big  holidays  were  the  4th  of  July  and  Thanksgiving. 
Christmas  was  considered  “an  English  holiday’’,  and  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 


“...possessed  of  great  muscular  power  and  activity.” 

“His  mind  was  of  a positive  and  decided  cast.” 

“He  had  great  pride  of  reputation  and  a high  sense  of  honor.” 

Is  there  any  question  but  that  he  could  quell  a shipboard  mutiny  and  follow  his  orders  to 
deliver  the  prisoners  of  war  to  New  York? 


“...at  50  years  of  age. ..engaged  in  farming  and  the  manufacture  of  salt.” 

Farming  probably  consisted  of  a few  acres  for  grazing  and  a kitchen  garden.  Salt 
manufacturing  was  a common  occupation.  There  were  more  than  40  such  operations  in  Truro. 
The  evaporation  process  was  used,  and  entire  books  have  been  written  about  it. 
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“...the  care  and  training  of  the  children  devolved  mainly  upon  her.” 


With  a husband  at  sea  on  long  voyages,  Azubah  could  almost  be  considered  a " single 
mother.  " Fortunately,  her  early  training  in  "industry,  economy  and  morality”,  her  “excellent 
physical  constitution”  and  being  “systematic  and  methodical”  were  blessings  needed  in 
managing  a household  of  four  boys  and  three  girls.  These  seven  offspring  were  tributes  to 
Azubah,  Ebenezer  and  the  community. 

“She  was  self-forgetful,  regarding  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  others  before  her 
own. ..she  was  ever  ready  for  any  good  work.” 

One  cannot  help  but  think  her  benevolence  was  extended  in  large  measure  to  her 
mother-in-law  and  sister-in  law  - the  two  Betsey  Davises.  Betsey  Davis  Myrick  named  her  only 
child  Azubah  Davis  Myrick  - a huge  departure  in  child-naming  practices  of  the  era.  Azubah 's 
obituary  affirms  her  son ’s  opinion  of  his  mother 's  character. 


Ebenezer,  Azubah  and  their  Church  Connections 

1796 

Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis  and  Azubah  Hinckley  are  married. 

November  12,  1797 

Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis  and  Azubah  his  wife  become  covenant  owners 
Their  first  child,  Dinah  Hinckley  Davis  is  baptized. 

February  9,  1803 

A baptism  is  performed  (a  child  of  the  Whorff  family)  at  their  home  and  a 
sermon  is  preached 

October  27,  1811 

Azubah  wife  of  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis  is  admitted  to  full  communion. 

1818 

Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis,  along  with  several  other,  donated  $1.00  toward 
the  purchase  of  a stove  for  the  meeting  house 

April  8,  1821 

Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis  is  admitted  to  full  communion 

April  29,  1823 

Two  baptisms  were  performed  and  a sermon  was  preached  at  the  house  of 
Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis 

January  25,  1826 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Truro, 
voted  to  build  a meeting  house.  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis  was  appointed 
one  of  nine  trustees. 

Captain  Michael  Collins  and  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis  were  voted  to  be 
the  building  committee. 
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April  18,  1832 


At  a meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Ebenezer  Davis,  church  voted: 

1 . Deacon  Hinckley  to  be  moderator  (pastor  absent) 

2.  Ebenezer  Davis  be  Clerk  Pro  tern 

3.  To  pay  expenses  of  installation  of  pastor  and  “Four  Days’ 
Meeting” 

4.  To  have  book  case  in  South  Congregational  Meeting  House  for 
Sunday  school  library 

5.  That  Ebenezer  Davis  be  committee  to  obtain  such  a book  case 

Ebenezer  L.  Davis,  Clerk  Pro  Tern 


Following  the  Revolutionary  War,  American  Methodism  grew  at  an  astonishing  rate, 
rising  from  fewer  than  1000  members  in  1770  to  over  250,000  by  1820. 

“In  1821,  the  “great  Revival”  in  Truro  and  Wellfleet  took  place.  It  was  a Pentecostal 
year.  Over  400  made  a profession  of  religion  and  236  joined  the  Methodist  church  - many  of 
whom  were  men  past  middle  age,  educated  by  the  world  and  with  acquired  habits  of  thought  and 
independence.” 

(Shebnah  Rich) 

“A  father  in  Israel  and  a strong  pillar  in  the  church  was  Capt.  Ebenezer  L.  Davis.  His 
conversion  was  quite  late  in  life,  but  the  work  was  complete.  No  man  loved  the  church  better  or 
blossomed  more  with  Christian  graces.  In  a tender,  trembling,  but  earnest  voice,  he  loved  to  tell 
what  religion  had  done  for  him  and  persuade  others  to  accept  Christ  as  their  Lord  and  Savior.” 

(Shebnah  Rich) 


First,  we  must  say  that  Azubah,  in  addition  to  her  other  sterling  qualities,  was  one 
independent  woman.  Her  son  Joshua  mentions  “her  conversion”  no  fewer  than  three  times.  We 
know  she  had  intensive  religious  instruction  from  childhood  on.  Her  brother  was  deacon  and 
pillar  of  the  Congregational  Church  which  was  the  church  in  which  she  was  raised.  But  the 
revival  of  1821  worked  its  magic  on  Azubah  (“naturally  religious  ”)  and  her  husband  (prior 
church  enthusiasm  unknown  ). 

The  success  of  the  1821  “ Great  Revival”  and  the  description  of  “many  of  the  converts  " 
fit  Ebenezer  like  a glove.  Notice  that  his  admittance  to  full  communion  took  place  the  same  year 
as  the  revival. 

Apparently,  these  two  churches  co-existed  very  peaceably  as  Congregational  Deacon 
Hinckley  moderated  a Methodist  church  meeting  in  the  absence  of  the  Methodist  pastor,  and  the 
Methodists  built  a book  case  for  their  Sunday  school  in  the  Congregational  church. 
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Name  of  Head 
of  Family 

Free  White  Males  of 
16  Years  & Upwards 
including 

Heads  of  Families 

Free  White  Males 
under  16  Years 

Free  White  Females 
including 

Heads  of  Families 

All  Other 

Free  Persons 

Bethiah  Webb 

1 

1 

Betty  Davis 

1 

2 

Bethiah  Webb  has  lost  her  husband  and  is  the  head  of  her  family.  She  is  55  years 
old.  One  son  is  accounted  for,  and  logic  tell  us  it  must  be  Ebenezer  Lombard  Webb  as 
her  son  James  would  only  be  14  in  1790.  We  know  that  James  was  a mariner,  and  he 
may  have  been  gone  when  the  census  taker  showed  up.  On  the  other  hand,  it  could  have 
been  James  cited  here  if  the  census  taker  put  his  mark  in  the  wrong  row.  Aside  from  his 
birth,  James  Webb,  Jr.,  is  the  only  child  of  this  family  ever  mentioned  in  town  records. 

He  died  “in  Carolina  of  smallpox  in  1800.” 

Her  daughter  Bethiah  is  likewise  unaccounted  for.  Deaths  were  not  as  faithfully 
recorded  as  marriages  and  births.  Bethiah  Webb  may  have  lost  her  daughter  and  son 
Ebenezer  by  1790. 


Betsey  Davis  (“Betty  Davis”)  is  43  years  old  in  1790.  She,  too,  is  without  a 
husband.  The  “free  white  male  1 6 years  & upward”  could  be  any  of  her  three  sons  - 
Benjamin  Davis,  2nd  (age  23),  James  Webb  Davis  (age  20),  or  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis 
(age  16).  It  probably  depended  on  who  was  home  when  the  census  taker  came. 

Betsey  Davis,  2nd,  is  14  years  of  age  in  1790. 


CENSUS  - 1800 


Males  Males 

Males 

Males 

Males 

Females  Females  Females 

Females 

Females 

Under  10  10-16 

16-26 

26-45 

45+ 

Under  10  10-16  16-26 

26-45 

45+ 

— r ^ r 

Chatham 

Benjamin 

1 

3 

1 

Davis 

2nd 

i • 

Truro 

James  2 

1 

1 

Webb 

Davis 

i 

| 

Ebenezer  1 

1 

1 1 

Lombard 

Davis 

1 

Bethiah 

i 

2 

Webb  w. 

i 

1 

In  the  ten  years  since  the  last  census,  all  of  Betsey’s  sons  have  married  and  started  families. 

Benjamin  Davis,  2nd,  is  living  in  Chatham  with  his  wife  Sarah  and  three  small  daughters  - Sally, 
Jane  and  Betsey.  Mariners’  children  tended  to  be  about  three  years  apart,  so  this  gives  us  an  estimated 
marriage  date  for  Benjamin  and  Sarah  of  about  1790.  Benjamin  Davis,  2nd  was  33  in  1800. 

James  Webb  Davis  married  Sarah  Atkins  in  1796  and  had  sons  Ebenezer,  age  2,  and  James,  an 
infant,  when  this  census  was  taken.  James  Webb  Davis  was  30  in  1 800. 

Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis  married  Azubah  Hinckley  in  1796  and  are  parents  to  Dinah  Hinckley 
Davis,  age  3,  and  Solomon  Davis,  an  infant,  at  the  time  of  the  census.  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis  was  27  in 
1800. 


Bethiah  Lombard  Webb  was  65  years  old  in  1800.  The  “w.”  stands  for  widow.  Her  youngest 
son  James  died  that  year,  and  there  is  no  record  of  any  of  her  other  children.  The  two  women  “45+  years 
old”  cited  above  are  undoubtedly  Bethiah  Lombard  and  Betsey  Davis.  The  “female  16-26”  is  probably 
Betsey  Davis,  2nd,  who  was  24  years  old  in  1800.  Her  mother  was  53. 

Neither  Bethiah  nor  Betsey  had  prosperous  lives.  Bethiah  owned  property  but  lost  her  children. 
Betsey’s  children  survived,  but  at  age  53  she  is  again  sharing  a household  with  her  lifelong  friend  and 
“foster  sister.” 


CENSUS  - 1810 


1 

Males 
under  10 

Males 

10-16 

Males 

16-26 

Males 

26-45 

Males 

45+ 

Females 
under  10 

Females 

10-16 

Females 

16-26 

Females 

26-45 

Females 

45+ 

Truro 

James 

Webb 

Davis 

2 

1 

l 

1 

Ebenezer 

Lombard 

Davis 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Brewster 

- 

Solomon 

Myrick 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Benjamin  Davisf  2nd,  has  moved  from  Chatham  to  Maine,  so  he  and  his  family  are  not  listed  in  the 

Massachusetts  census. 


James  Webb  Davis  is  40  years  old,  and  his  wife  Sarah  is  about  the  same  age. 

Children:  Ebenezer  age  12  - unaccounted  for 

James  age  10 
Benjamin  age  9 

Sarah  (Sally  is  age  2 (This  verifies  that  the  two  girls  named  Apphiah 

died  as  babies.) 


Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis  is  37  years  old  and  his  wife  Azubah  is  34. 

Children:  Dinah  is  1 3 

Solomon  is  1 1 
Ebenezer,  2nd  is  8 
Betsey  is  5 
Benjamin  is  4 

(Azubah  and  Joshua  Hinckley  Davis  have  yet  to  be  bom.) 

There  is  an  extra  “Male  10-16”  in  Ebenezer’s  family.  It  could  be  his  nephew  Ebenezer  Davis, 
age  12,  son  of  his  brother  James,  who  is  unaccounted  for  in  his  own  family.  If  he  were  visiting 
his  Uncle  Ebenzer  and  Aunt  Azubah  when  the  census  taker  came,  maybe  he  was  counted  there 
instead  of  his  own  home. 


i 


CENSUS. . - 1810 


Solomon  Mvrick  falls  in  the  “26-45”  age  bracket  and  is  probably  about  the  age  of  his  wife  Betsey  who 
is  34.  Their  daughter  Azubah  Davis  Myrick  is  under  6 years  old. 

Betsey  Rowe  Davis  is  probably  the  “female  45+”  listed  here.  It  makes  sense  that  she  would  make  her 
home  with  her  only  daughter.  Bethiah  Webb  probably  died  in  the  last  ten  years,  and  Betsey’s  sons 
were  established  in  their  own  homes.  One  wonders  if  Betsey’s  moving  to  Brewster  with  the  Myricks  is 
the  first  time  she  has  ever  been  away  from  Truro  in  her  life. 

Betsey  probably  lived  in  Brewster  until  her  daughter  died.  A variety  of  things  could  have 
happened  then.  Maybe  Solomon  Myrick  kicked  her  out.  Maybe  he  brought  her  back  to  Truro  at  the 
same  time  he  moved  back  and  deposited  her  on  the  doorsteps  of  her  sons  James  Webb  Davis  or 
Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis.  Two  things  point  to  this.  ( 1 ) Solomon  remarried  twice  in  Truro  (1818  and 
1837)  and  remained  there  the  rest  of  his  life.  (2)  JHD,  Sr.  remembers  his  grandmother  living  with  his 
family.  She  spent  the  warm  months  with  his  Uncle  James  and  came  to  his  home  every  autumn.  She 
died  at  age  81  while  staying  with  her  son  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis’s  family. 

There  seemed  to  be  a problem  acknowledging  Solomon  Myrick’s  existence  after  his  marriage  to 
Betsey  Davis,  2nd,  in  1803.  Ill  treatment  of  Betsey  Rowe  Davis  by  Solomon  Myrick  would  have  been 
sufficient  reason  for  him  to  become  a “non-person”  in  the  family  history  in  spite  of  them  living  in  the 
same  small  village  for  many  years. 

Betsey  Rowe  Davis  and  her  daughter  had  to  have  been  very  close.  The  three  boys  left  home  at 
very  early  ages,  and  Betsey,  2nd,  didn’t  leave  her  mother  until  she  married  at  age  27.  The  two  Betseys 
had  no  money  and  lived  with  Bethiah  Lombard  Webb  for  many  years. 

Betsey’s  granddaughter  Azubah  Davis  Myrick  was  probably  the  apple  of  her  grandmother's 
eye,  and  one  wonders  how  much  she  saw  of  this  child  after  they  moved  back  to  Truro  from  Brewster. 
JHD,  Sr.  said  his  grandmother  “was  very  fond  of  children”,  and  she  must  have  missed  little  Azubah 
dreadfully.  Per  the  custom  of  the  time,  Betsey  probably  attended  and  assisted  in  the  birth  of  her  only 
daughter’s  only  child. 

Again,  let  us  consider  the  life  of  Betsey  Rowe  Davis.  She  was  an  illegitimate  orphan,  raised  as 
a foster  child,  who  had  a husband  for  only  nine  years  of  her  life.  She  never  had  money,  fame,  prestige 
or  social  standing.  She  probably  never  had  a home  of  her  own.  She  lived  with  Ebenezer  Lombard's 
family  from  an  early  age,  continued  to  live  with  or  near  the  same  family  after  her  marriage,  and  with 
Bethiah  Lombard  Webb  after  they  were  both  widowed.  When  Bethiah  died,  Betsey  would  have  been 
homeless  until  she  made  her  home  with  her  daughter  and  son-in-law.  When  that  arrangement  ended, 
she  lived  with  her  sons  for  six  months  each.  Yet,  to  her  tribute,  her  sons  were  honorable  men  who 
bestowed  extraordinary  qualities  of  character  and  personality  upon  their  progeny. 

Ebenezer  Lombard  and  Benjamin  Davis  are  mere  “blips”  on  the  radar  screen  of  our  ancestry, 
but  in  the  “big  plan”  they  served  their  purpose  well.  One  provided  a home  to  an  orphaned  child;  the 
other  sired  the  children  from  whom  we  trace  our  ancestry. 


CENSUS  - 1820 


Males 

Males 

Males 

Males 

Males  Males  ; Females  Females 

Females 

Females 

Females 

under  10 

10-16 

16-18 

18  -26 

26-45  1 45+  under  10  10-16 

i 

16-26 

26-45 

45+ 

Truro 

James 

l 

3 

i 

' 

1 1 

1 

Webb 

! 

Davis 

i 

! 

1 

i 

; 

Ebenezer  1 

1 

1 

2 

| ; 

i * 

1:1  l 

i 

1 

Lombard 

1 

Davis 

I 

1 

1 

t 

Solomon 

1 

, i 

1 

Myrick 

| 

i 

(A  new  category  “Males  16-18”  has  been  added.) 

James  Webb  Davis  is  50  and  his  wife  Sarah  about  the  same. 

Children:  Ebenezer  - age  23 

James  - age  21 
Benjamin  - age  19 
Sarah  (Sally)  - age  12 

Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis  is  47  and  his  wife  Azubah  is  44. 

Children:  Solomon  - age  21 

Ebenezer,  2nd  - age  18 

Benjamin  - age  12 

Unknown  - in  “16-18”  age  bracket 

Joshua  Hinckley  Davis  - age  6 

Betsey  - age  1 5 

Azubah  - age  9 

(The  oldest  child  Dinah  married  Benjamin  Dyer  in  1816  and  would  be  counted 
in  her  own  household.) 

Solomon  Myrick  is  about  45  and  his  second  wife  Betsey  is  the  same  age.  Azubah  Davis  Myrick  is 
probably  just  a little  younger  than  16. 

Betsey  Roe  Davis  is  unaccounted  for  in  any  of  these  households.  She  may  be  visiting  her  oldest  son  in 
Maine  or  could  possibly  be  staying  at  her  oldest  granddaughter’s  home.  Dinah  Davis  Dyer  gave  birth 
to  her  first  child  in  1820,  and  her  grandmother  may  have  been  helping  out. 


Hinckley 

Genealogy 

(Abridged) 


HINCKLEY  GENEALOGY 


The  Hinckley  genealogy  is  long,  complicated  and  interesting.  This  shortened  version  will 
show  the  line  of  descent  from  Governor  Thomas  Hinckley  of  Plymouth  Colony  to  our  ancestor 
Azubah  Hinckley  Davis  and  one  later  generation.  This  last  generation  of  Hinckleys  are  cousins 
to  the  3rd  generation  of  Davises  via  the  Ebenezer  line  and  augment  the  family  line  via  the 
maternal  side  of  the  Hinckley-Davis  union. 

THOMAS  HINCKLEY  was  bom  in  England  in  1 6 1 8.  He  was  made  governor  of  Plymouth 
Colony  in  1681  and  continued  in  office  with  slight  interruption  until  1691.  He  was  the  last 
governor  of  Plymouth  colony  and  oversaw  its  merger  with  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  He 
died  April  25,  1705,  aged  87  years.  Governor  Hinckley  married  twice.  From  his  first  marriage 
he  had  eight  children,  and  from  his  second  marriage  he  had  nine  children. 

We  are  interested  in  his  son  SAMUEL  HINCKLEY,  of  the  first  marriage,  who  was  bom 
February  14,  1652.  Samuel  Hinckley  married  Sarah  Pope  of  Sandwich,  November  13,  1676  and 
had  ten  children. 

We  are  interested  in  the  third  child  and  oldest  son  named  THOMAS  HINCKLEY  (for  his 
grandfather)  who  was  bom  March  19,  1680.  He  married  Mercy and  had  two  sons. 

We  are  interested  in  the  older  son  JOSHUA  HINCKLEY  bom  in  Harwich  March  29,  1707. 
Joshua  married  Lydia  Sears  Hamlin  Snow  (widowed  at  least  once)  and  had  nine  children. 

We  are  interested  in  the  youngest  child  BENJAMIN  HINCKLEY  bom  June  8,  1 744.  He 
married  Dinah  Swett  in  1769. 

“My  maternal  grandfather  (Benjamin  Hinckley)  was  bom  in  Plymouth  in  1743.  His 
occupation  was  house  carpenter  and  joiner.  In  person  he  was  tall,  erect  and  rather  slender;  his 
complexion  was  light  and  his  temperament  nervous.  His  speech,  his  steps,  and  all  his 
movements  were  quick,  and  he  liked  to  have  all  about  him  imitate  him  in  these  respects.  He  was 
a man  of  strictest  integrity  and  unbending  rectitude,  and  was  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  died  May  24,  1824,  aged  81  years.” 

JHD.  Sr. 

Book  of  Family  History 

“My  maternal  grandmother  (Dinah  Swett  Hinckley)  was  bom  in  Wellfleet  in  1750.  She 
was  a woman  of  an  amiable  and  cheerful  disposition.  I was  quite  young  when  she  died;  but  can 
recall  distinctly  her  appearance  as  she  sat  in  the  old  easy  chair  in  the  comer  of  the  east  room  of 
the  old  family  dwelling.  She  died  November  14,  1824,  aged  74  years.” 

JHD.  Sr. 

Book  of  Family  History 

“My  grandfather  and  grandmother  Hinckley  and  their  children,  Joshua,  Thankful  and 
Dorcas,  were  buried  near  the  site  of  the  ancient  meeting  house.  North  Truro.” 


JHD.  Sr. 

Book  of  Family  History 


Children  of  Benjamin  and  Dinah  Swett  Hinckley 


1. 

Thankful 

bom  1772 

died  June  17,  1797 

aged  25 

2. 

Dorcas 

bom  1773 

died  Nov.  1,  1793 

aged  20 

3. 

AZUBAH 

bom  1776 

died  July  15,  1857 

aged  8 1 

4. 

Joshua 

bom  1780 

died  April  7,  1816 

aged  36 

5. 

Benjamin 

bom  1784 

died  Jan.  29,  1841 

aged  57 

6. 

Solomon 

bom  1789 

died  Sept.  15,  1794 

aged  5 

(3.)  AZUBAH  HINCKLEY  married  Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis  in  1796.  Her 
biography  was  given  in  the  main  body  of  text. 


(4.)  “Joshua  Hinckley,  whose  name  I bear,  inherited  his  mother’s  disposition,  and 
was  greatly  beloved  by  all  who  know  him.  He  died  April  7,  1816  during  the 
“great  sickness”  of  1816,  leaving  a widow  and  four  small  children.  He  married 
Thankful  Baker  of  Wellfleet,  who  died  in  Truro,  March  1 1,  1869,  aged  83  years. 

“In  the  month  of  February,  1816,  an  epidemic  appeared  in  the  town  of 
Eastham  and  proved  very  mortal.  It  was  called  by  different  names,  as 
malignant  fever,  putrid  fever,  spotted  fever,  cold  plague,  etc.  It  extended 
from  Brewster  to  Provincetown.  It  did  not  seem  to  be  contagious',  some 
that  went  freely  among  the  sick  continued  well,  whole  those  who  avoided 
the  sick  died.  Its  signs  were  pains,  either  in  the  head,  breast,  side,  arms 
and  legs,  attended  with  chills.  The  pulse  in  general  very  low  and  great 
debility.  Some  lived  four  or  five  days  and  were  in  great  distress.  Those 
who  lived  over  the  seventh  or  ninth  day  generally  recovered.  Thirty-six 
died  in  this  town.  The  physicians  could  give  no  satisfactory  reason  for  the 
strange  epidemic.  ” 


Shebnah  Rich 


Children  of  JHD,  Sr.’s  maternal  Uncle  Joshua  Hinckley:  (first  cousins  of  JHD,  Sr.) 

1.  Thankful  who  married  Anthony  S.  Collins,  died  July  7,  1881,  aged  74  years. 

2.  Ruth,  bom  May  5,  1810.  She  married  Henry  Holsberry  Dec.  22,1831.  He  died  in 
1885.  She  lived  to  celebrate  her  100th  birthday  on  May  5,  1910.  The  last  trip 
JHD,  Sr.  made  back  to  his  old  home  of  Truro  was  in  1 898  when  he  was  84  years 
old.  He  said,  “I  stopped  at  Mrs.  Holsberry 's  who  is  88  years  and  6 months  old. 

It  was  a delightful  visit.  ” 

Children  of  Henry  and  Ruth  Hinckley  Holsberry: 

1.  Betsey  died  at  age  88.  She  taught  school  in  Truro  for  45  years. 

2.  Henry  B.  was  a mariner  in  the  good  days  of  mackerel  fishing.  For  about 
20  years  he  served  the  town  of  Truro  as  selectman,  assessor,  and  overseer 
of  the  poor. 

3.  Thankful  married  Isaac  Tyler  of  Provincetown. 

4.  Joshua  Hinckley  who  was  lost  at  sea  in  March,  1861,  on  passage  from 
Truro  to  Virginia  in  Scr.  H.  N.  Jefferson.  He  was  24. 

3.  Betsey  who  married  Daniel  Paine.  Died  young. 

4.  Joshua  who  died  July  30,  1 824  at  age  9. 

(5.)  Benjamin  Hinckley.  2nd,  brother  of  Joshua  Hinckley  and  AZUBAH  HINCKLEY, 

was  bom  1784  and  died  January  29,  1844.  On  June  27,  1803,  he  married  Mercy  Collins, 
daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  Collins.  She  died  August  24,  1858,  aged  72  years. 
(Benjamin,  2nd,  was  19  when  he  was  married,  and  Mercy  was  17.) 

Benjamin  Hinckley,  2nd,  followed  the  occupation  of  his  father  (house  carpenter  and 
joiner).  For  many  years  was  deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Truro  and  a 
devoted  Christian. 

Children  of  Benjamin,  2nd,  and  Mercy  Collins  Hinckley: 

1.  Dorcas,  who  married  Binney  Lombard  and  died  Nov.  1,  1825,  aged  17  years. 

Dorcas  was  the  youngest  person  admitted  into  the  church  since  the  settlement  of 
J.  Damon  as  pastor,  ca.  1 709.  She  was  distinguished  for  her  humility,  meekness, 
patience  and  resignation  to  the  will  of  the  Lord.  Mrs.  Lombard  was  the  eldest 
daughter  of  Deacon  Benj.  Hinckley. 


Shebnah  Rich 


Dorcas  Hinckley  Lombard  had  an  Aunt  Dorcas  Hinckley  who  also  died 
young.  Shebnah  Rich  may  have  confused  these  two  Dorcas  Hinckleys.  A 
Binney  Lombard,,  aged  22,  died  of  smallpox  in  the  West  Indies.  Rich  gives  1 704 
as  Binney 's  death  date  which  is  clearly  wrong,  so  we  not  know  for  sure  when  he 
died.  Obviously,  Binney  and  Dorcas  married  and  died  very  young.  They  left  a 
child  named  Isaac,  who  was  born  two  months  before  his  mother 's  death. 

Binney 's  distance  from  home  and  the  very  nature  of  his  illness  and  death 
would  preclude  him  being  shipped  home  for  burial. 

2.  Hannah,  who  married  Elkanah  Paine. 

3.  Mercy,  who  married  Doane  Rich.  Had  son  Thomas  Williams. 

4.  Benjamin,  3rd,  who  married  Olive  Rich.  Had  sons  Benjamin,  4th,  and  James. 

Benjamin  Hinckley,  3rd,  went  to  Andover  in  December,  1835  to  attend  with  his 
cousin  Joshua  H.  Davis,  Sr.  the  term  of  the  Teachers  Seminary. 

5.  Delia,  who  married  Isaac  Paine.  Had  sons  Benjamin  and  Isaac. 


“Ln  the  days  of  the  Roman  Empire  there  went  out  a decree  from  Caesar  Augustus  that  all 
the  world  should  be  taxed.  This  was  to  pay  for  the  wars  and  other  amusements  of  these  virtuous 
Romans. 

“In  the  year  1798,  A.D.,  there  went  out  a decree  from  our  government  that  to  cover  war 
contingencies,  all  dwelling  houses  with  lots  not  exceeding  two  acres,  should  be  taxed.  This  was 
known  as  “The  Direct  Tax  for  1798.” 

The  number  of  dwellings  in  Truro  taxed  was  172.  Valuation,  $22,867.  The  lowest 
valuation,  of  which  there  were  a number,  was  $105;  the  highest,  $275.  Those  over  $200 

were Benjamin  Hinckley The  names  most  numerous  were  Rich,  26;  Lombard,  15;  Snow, 

15;  Paine,  10;  Dyer,  10. 

(Shebnah  Rich,  History  qf  Truro) 


“The  house  in  which  I was  bom  was  built  for  my  father  (Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis)  by  my 
grandfather,  Benjamin  Hinckley,  about  1802.  “It  is  a large  one-story  building  modeled  after  the 
style  of  most  dwellings  in  eastern  Massachusetts  at  that  day. 

“That  dwelling  was  the  home  of  all  my  father’s  children  until  they  had  homes  of  their 
own.  It  was  the  birthplace  of  all  of  them  except  Dinah  and  Solomon  who  were  bom  at  my 
grandfather’s  house.” 

(JHD,  Sr.,  Book  of  Family  History) 

(It  is  understood  that  for  a period  of  time,  Ebenezer  and  Azubah  Davis  could  see  the 
homes  of  all  seven  of  their  adult  children  from  their  home.  This  interesting  morsel  was  related  to 
me  by  my  mother  Harriett  Davis  who  heard  it  from  her  father-in-law  JHD,  Jr.  I cannot  find  this 
information  recorded  anywhere,  but  I do  not  doubt  its  accuracy.  SEH) 


Ebenezer  Lombard  Davis  married  Azubah  Hinckley  June  2,  1796.  Ebenezer  was  almost 
23  and  Azubah  was  19.  By  this  date  two  of  Benjamin  and  Dinah  Hinckley’s  six  children  had 
died  (Dorcas,  age  20,  in  1793  and  Solomon,  age  5,  in  1794).  Their  oldest  child  Thankful  died  the 
next  year  - 1797.  (Benjamin  and  Dinah  Hinckley’s  oldest  grandchild,  Dinah,  was  born  to 
Ebenezer  and  Azubah  six  weeks  after  Thankful  died.)  Still  surviving  are  Azubah,  age  1 9, 

Joshua,  age  16,  and  Benjamin,  age  12. 

Since  JHD,  Sr.  said  that  Dinah  and  Solomon  were  bom  at  Grandfather  Hinckley’s  house, 
Ebenezer  and  Azubah  were  most  likely  part  of  that  household  until  Benjamin  Hinckley  built 
them  their  own  house. 

Benjamin  and  Dinah  Hinckley  must  have  embraced  their  son-in-law  as  a son  and  saw  the 
qualities  JHD  described  a century  later.  After  all,  Ebenezer  had  no  background  or  family  of  any 
eminence,  had  been  at  sea  since  age  10,  and  had  not  much  more  than  a sterling  character  to  bring 
into  this  marriage.  By  age  23  he  is  probably  commander  of  a vessel  and  will  become  a 
shipmaster  in  two  more  years. 

Taking  Ebenezer’s  character  into  account,  the  fact  he  married  the  Hinckley’s  only 
surviving  daughter  and  was  later  given  a house  (built  by  his  father-in-law)  speaks  volumes. 

Given  Benjamin  Hinckley’s  comparative  wealth,  we  could  also  say  that  Ebenezer 
Lombard  Davis  married  well. 


The  Hinckleys  were  almost  as  small  a family  as  the  Davises  in  Truro  in  the  late  1700’s. 
Benjamin  does  have  a distant  cousin  named  Allen  Hinckley,  about  25  years  younger  than  he, 
living  in  Truro.  Allen  Hinckley  and  Benjamin  Hinckley  both  descended  from  Samuel  Hinckley, 
the  son  of  the  Governor.  Allen  Hinckley  was  a prominent  citizen  and  was  church  deacon  for 
many  years.  He  was  bom  in  Falmouth  in  1769,  came  to  Truro  when  young,  and  became  a 
caipenter.  Following  is  a description  of  Deacon  Allen  Hinckley: 

"At  the  time  of  his  death  in  1861,  he  was  the  oldest  man  in  town.  He  was  small, 
active,  wiry  and  apparently  tireless.  At  80  he  could  do  a good  day’s  work  and  hop  off  a mile  on 
foot,  like  a boy.  His  life  was  long,  useful,  gentle,  kind  and  blameless.  He  was  esquire  and 
justice  besides  deacon,  io  show  confidence  in  his  integrity  and  justice,  a young  man  had  some 
trifling  differences  with  the  Squire’s  son,  and  brought  an  action  for  him  (the  esquire)  to  sit  in 
judgment.  He  heard  the  case  with  due  deference,  weighed  the  facts  and  fined  his  son  a trifling 
amount,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  complainant.  It  was  a beautiful  sight  which  I love  to 
recall,  to  see  him  officiate  in  his  office  on  communion  Sabbath.  His  lithe  figure,  neat  and  erect, 
step  light,  quick  and  graceful;  face  beaming  with  sweet  becoming  dignity,  and  crowned  with 
flowing  white  locks,  was  a picture  such  as  I have  never  seen  in  the  galleries  of  painted  saints. 

His  son,  Captain  Eben  N.,  was  the  sailmaker  in  Truro." 


(Shebnah  Rich,  History  of  Truro) 


Appendix 

Death  Notices  <&  Obituary 
Ebenezer  <&  Azubah  Hinckley  Davis 

Photographs : 

\ 

Ebenezer  <&  Azubah  Hinckley  Davis 

Home  of  Ebenezer  <&  Azubah  Davis 

(1802) 

Congregational  Church 
(1827) 


Truro  Landmarks 


July  1 5,  1 857,  gently  as  descends  the  summer  sun  or  shuts  the  flower  at  the 
approach  of  evening,  my  dear  mother  closed  a life  of  usefulness  on  earth  and  passed  upon 
that  eternal  life  of  blessedness  and  joy,  “purchased  by  the  death  and  secured  by  the 
resurrection  of  the  Son  of  God.” 


My  parents  are  buried  near  the  Congregational  meeting  house  in  the  central  part  of 
Truro.  The  following  is  engraved  upon  the  stone  which  marks  their  resting  place. 

In  memory  of 
EBENEZER  L.  DAVIS 

Who  died  November  1 9th,  1 858,  in  the  86th  year  of  his  age. 


also 

AZUBAH  DAVIS 

His  wife  who  died  July  1 5th,  1857  in  the  8 1 st  year  of  her  age. 


“The  wheels  of  weary  life  at  last  stood  still.” 

“I  will  ransom  them  from  the  power  of  the  grave.” 
“I  will  redeem  them  from  death.” 

“I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life.” 


Joshua  Hinckley  Davis,  Sr. 
Book  of  Family  History 


OBITUARY 


AZUBAH  HINCKLEY  DAVIS 

January  5,  1776  - July  15,  1857 


AZUBAH,  wife  of  Ebenezer  L.  Davis,  died  at  her  residence  in  Truro,  Mass  July 
15,  1857,  in  her  82nd  year. 

During  a period  of  revival  in  Truro,  in  the  spring  of  1821,  Sister  Davis  was 
“delivered  from  the  power  of  darkness,  and  translated  into  the  kingdom”  of  Christ,  "the 
following  spring  she  united  with  the  M.E.  Church  in  this  place.  A few  years  after,  at  an 
Eastham  camp  meeting,  she  professed  to  be  “walking  in  the  way  of  holiness.”  In  the 
“way”  she  continued  during  subsequent  life,  and  having  “come  to  Zion”  she  entered  with 
songs  and  everlasting  joy. 

Mother  Davis  was  beloved  by  our  church  and  community;  she  was  especially 
endeared  to  many  of  the  young  people,  who  sought  in  time  of  trial,  her  counsel, 
sympathy,  and  fervent  prayer. 

The  fathers,  and  their  more  youthful  brethren  in  the  ministry,  who  have  occupied 
the  pulpit  in  this  place,  will  remember  her.  Her  house  was  always  open  for  their 
entertainment,  or  to  hold  meetings.  When  an  appointment  was  made  at  mother  Davis’s, 
the  common  expression  was,  “We  shall  have  a good  meeting.”  She  is  gone!  but,  thank 
God,  “to-day  she  is  in  paradise.”  The  aged  companion  is  waiting  in  tears  and  joy  to  say, 
“I  have  fought  my  way  through.” 

Truro,  Mass.,  Sept.  8,  Wm.  E.  Sheldon 
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EBENEZER  LOMBARD  DAMS 

BORN:  AUGUST  3,  1773 
DIED:  NOVEMBER  19,  1858 

TRURO,  MASSACHUSET  I S 

“THE  PHOTOGRAPH  IS  TAKEN  FROM  A COPY  OF  THE 
ORIGINAL  PORTRAI  T;  PAINTED,  PROBABLY  IN  HOLLAND, 
WHEN  HE  WAS  ABOUT  30  YEARS  OF  AGE/' 


EBENEZER  LOMBARD  DAVIS 
AUGUST  3,  1773  - NOVEMBER  9,  1858 
(DIED  AT  AGE  85) 


AZUBAH  HINCKLEY  DAVIS 
JANUARY  5,  1777  - JULY  15,  1857 
(DIED  AT  AGE  80) 


(him 


“Happy  he  whom  neither  wealth  nor  fashion, 

Nor  the  march  of  the  encroaching  city, 

Drives  an  exile 

From  the  hearth  of  his  ancestral  homestead. 

We  may  build  more  splendid  habitations. 

Fill  our  rooms  with  painting  and  with  sculptures, 

But  we  cannot 

Buy  with  gold  the  old  associations.” 

The  house  in  which  I was  bom  was  built  for  my  father  by  my  grandfather, 
Benjamin  Hinckley,  about  1802.  It  is  located  in  Truro,  on  the  south  side  of  Pamet  River 
and  about  half  way  from  Massachusetts  Bay  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  It  is  a large  one-story 
building  modeled  after  the  style  of  most  of  the  dwellings  in  eastern  Massachusetts  at  that 
day.  It  was  comfortable  and  convenient.  At  the  time  of  its  construction,  durability  and 
comfort  were  more  highly  esteemed  than  elegance  and  show. 

That  dwelling  was  the  home  of  all  my  father’s  children  until  they  had  homes  of 
their  own.  It  was  the  birthplace  of  all  of  them  except  Dinah  and  Solomon  who  were  bom 
at  my  grandfather’s  house.  During  the  lifetime  of  my  father  and  mother,  it  was  a 
delightful  resort  for  all  of  us;  but  now  that  they  are  gone  it  has  lost  its  charm  and 
attractions.  It  has  passed  into  the  possession  of  strangers. 

Immediately  after  our  marriage  (1839)  we  took  up  our  residence  at  my  father’s 
and  boarded  in  his  family  until  June,  1844,  at  which  time  we  commenced  housekeeping. 

Father  gave  me  the  deed  of  the  eastern  half  of  his  house,  which  I enlarged  and 
improved  for  our  accommodation.  While  our  family  was  small,  it  was  a cozy  and 
comfortable  home  for  us.  It  was  the  birthplace  of  Anna,  Mary,  Solomon,  Joshua  , and 
Emily.  Some  of  the  brightest  and  happiest  years  of  our  lives  were  passed  under  the  old 
“rooftree.” 

JHD,  Sr.  Book  of  Family  History 


/ 


I(527 — THE  NEW  BELL  MEETING-HOI  bE 


